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18 U.S.C. § 921 

§ 921. Definitions 

 (a) As used in this chapter— 

. . .  

 (3) The term “firearm” means (A) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will 
or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an 
explosive; (B) the frame or receiver of any such weapon; (C) any firearm muffler or 
firearm silencer; or (D) any destructive device. Such term does not include an antique 
firearm.  

. . .  

 (25) The terms “firearm silencer” and “firearm muffler” mean any device for 
silencing, muffling, or diminishing the report of a portable firearm, including any 
combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use in assembling or 
fabricating a firearm silencer or firearm muffler, and any part intended only for use in 
such assembly or fabrication.  

 

18 U.S.C. § 923 

§ 923. Licensing 

 (g)(1)(A) Each licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, and licensed dealer shall 
maintain such records of importation, production, shipment, receipt, sale, or other 
disposition of firearms at his place of business for such period, and in such form, as 
the Attorney General may by regulations prescribe. Such importers, manufacturers, 
and dealers shall not be required to submit to the Attorney General reports and 
information with respect to such records and the contents thereof, except as expressly 
required by this section. The Attorney General, when he has reasonable cause to 
believe a violation of this chapter has occurred and that evidence thereof may be 
found on such premises, may, upon demonstrating such cause before a Federal 
magistrate judge and securing from such magistrate judge a warrant authorizing entry, 
enter during business hours the premises (including places of storage) of any licensed 
firearms importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, licensed collector, or any 
licensed importer or manufacturer of ammunition, for the purpose of inspecting or 
examining—  

  (i) any records or documents required to be kept by such licensed importer, 
licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector under this chapter or rules 
or regulations under this chapter, and  
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  (ii) any firearms or ammunition kept or stored by such licensed importer, 
licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, at such premises.  

. . .  

 (4) Where a firearms or ammunition business is discontinued and succeeded by a 
new licensee, the records required to be kept by this chapter shall appropriately reflect 
such facts and shall be delivered to the successor. Where discontinuance of the 
business is absolute, such records shall be delivered within thirty days after the 
business discontinuance to the Attorney General. However, where State law or local 
ordinance requires the delivery of records to other responsible authority, the Attorney 
General may arrange for the delivery of such records to such other responsible 
authority.  

. . .  

 (i) Licensed importers and licensed manufacturers shall identify by means of a 
serial number engraved or cast on the receiver or frame of the weapon, in such 
manner as the Attorney General shall by regulations prescribe, each firearm imported 
or manufactured by such importer or manufacturer. 

 

18 U.S.C. § 926 

§ 926. Rules and regulations 

 (a) The Attorney General may prescribe only such rules and regulations as are 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter, including—  

  (1) regulations providing that a person licensed under this chapter, when 
dealing with another person so licensed, shall provide such other licensed person a 
certified copy of this license;  

  (2) regulations providing for the issuance, at a reasonable cost, to a person 
licensed under this chapter, of certified copies of his license for use as provided under 
regulations issued under paragraph (1) of this subsection; and  

  (3) regulations providing for effective receipt and secure storage of firearms 
relinquished by or seized from persons described in subsection (d)(8) or (g)(8) of 
section 922.  

No such rule or regulation prescribed after the date of the enactment of the Firearms 
Owners’ Protection Act may require that records required to be maintained under this 
chapter or any portion of the contents of such records, be recorded at or transferred 
to a facility owned, managed, or controlled by the United States or any State or any 
political subdivision thereof, nor that any system of registration of firearms, firearms 
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owners, or firearms transactions or dispositions be established. Nothing in this section 
expands or restricts the Secretary’s authority to inquire into the disposition of any 
firearm in the course of a criminal investigation. 
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